Thank you for allowing me to say a few words to this Court. I can’t be here in

person today because I have to take an exam

I am OK with the agreement to continue the case and have it dismissed in 90 days.
I am still angry and hurt by what Nick did to me, and he should have done the right
thing after he got caught and admitted it and said he was sorry but he blamed it on
another wrestler instead of taking responsibility for his actions. Nobody stood up
to Nick because they are intimidated by him. I did nothing wrong. Nick is twice
as big as me — twice as big, and it wasn’t horseplay. Horseplay is when both
people participate. This was Nick simply taking my money, and hitting me, and
throwing my food on the floor. Ididn’t do anything to him. How could 1?7 he
outweighs me by 100 pounds. There is no doubt in my mind that if Deputy Chapa
had not been there, if he had not stepped in, I would never have gotten my money
back. That was money I needed to sign up for an AP exam, and it was one of those

times when I couldn’t just let it go.

But Nick and I are OK. We were once friends, and [ don’t want anything bad to

héppen to him. I can get over it.

But what is a lot harder to get over, and will be a lot harder to forget is how almost

gveryone else acted when Nick stole from me, hit me, and humiliated me in front




of dozens of kids at school in the cafeteria and lounge. I got phone calls and
tweets from people I thought were my friends telling me I should hie about what
happened, so Nick would be allowed to wrestle in the state tournament. Adults —
maybe even some of the adults in this room called me and pressured me to lie
about it — because letting Nick finish his undefeated season — letting him compete
for the state championship — was more important than anything. More important
than what was right. I did nothing wrong, but it was going to be all my fault if

Nick wasn’t allowed to wrestle. That wasn’t right. Not right at all.

I am still wondering how politicians, and people who want us young people to
respect them were so quickly willing to throw out everything they teach us about
honor, integrity, character, and especially all this stuff they keep saying about how
they oppose bullying — when all of those principles become inconvenient. When it
might mean that an athlete with political connections will have to sit out an
important wresting match. How can a politician who wasn’t anywhere near the
incident decide the facts without ever talking to me? Or to the deputy who actually
witnessed it? And when it is OK to call a robbery, an assault, a battery

“horseplay” and get a judge to block the school’s policies?

I am glad that Nick was allowed to wrestle in the state tournament. Everyone on
our team worked very hard and I am very proud to be a Raven, and proud that Rio

Grande was able to win the state championship. It would have hurt all of us and




our school a lot to take that away. But I am not glad about how the politicians
proved —- once again — that the rules we are all told to follow only apply to some
people. There 1sn’t a kid at Rio Grande who believes that they would get the same
attention and support from the politicians if they took advantage of a student half
their size. But I guess this is as important a lesson as any other I take away from

this event,

Like everyone else, [ want it to be over. I'm tired of being called the bad guy in all
this, even though I did nothing wrong. I hope Nick and I can be friends again one

day, and that everyone lets all this just end.

I will never forget the lessons I have learned. I will never forget the kindness of
some (a few) adults who seemed to know what I was going through and tried to
support me. I will always remember the honor and integrity of Deputy Chapa —
who had to take a lot of heat for doing the right thing. And I thank my parents who

have both been with me through all of this.




